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Letters to the Editor

Editorials

Trash a disgrace to all
Editor:
I read your article on all the trash left behind

by illegals. I believe the Border Patrol should
line up about 20 or 30 of them when they are
caught, face them to the south and march them
in a line and let them see and pick up all the
trash they and all their friends and neighbors
have left.

Also, all those people that marched a few
weeks ago, try to get 50 volunteers to help each
week—that will be a sight, if they can get the
cooperation. Put the burden on them. And
thanks to all the groups that are currently in-
volved in the clean-up.

Fred Yacovetta
Green Valley

Really in trouble
Editor:
After reading Scott Anderson’s letter of Ju-

ly 23  regarding the Democrat Party, I have to
give him a vote of thanks. It is pathetic that he
could not come up with anything positive to
promote Bush’s job as president. Instead, he
goes back 14 years trying to degrade President
Clinton.

If one has to criticize one’s opponent be-
cause they can’t find anything good to say
about themselves (i.e. the GOP), then they are
really in trouble.

Bob Porter
Green Valley

Bike lane funds
Editor:
I agree with Mr. Herbst that it would be a

good idea to fix the dip at the railroad tracks on
Whitehouse Canyon Road.

What I want to point out is that this has noth-
ing to do with the bike lane project to Conti-
nental School. The funds for the bike lane proj-
ect are not coming from Pima County. The
funds for the bike lane project are a result of

local citizens submitting a grant proposal and
obtaining TEA-21 funding from the federal
government. These funds cannot be used for
projects such as fixing the dip.

I would suggest that Mr. Herbst contact the
Traffic and Arroyos Committee of the GVCCC
to get this dip fix on the agenda with Pima
County.

Jim Jordan
Green Valley

Right-wing balderdash
Editor:
Friday of last week, we get Scott Anderson

attacking the Al Gore movie, “An Inconvenient
Truth,” and two days later here is Scott An-
derson again, this time casting his arrows at
the Clinton presidency. Since the GV News has
a policy of retaining the right to limit the fre-
quency of contributors to once a month, I
would like to suggest that they do so. It’s get-
ting so that I can determine after one or two
sentences that Scott is at it again.

Are there so few people in Green Valley who
share his opinions that Scott is your only
source of right-wing balderdash?

Sheila McDonald
Green Valley

Montosa Ranch
Editor:
In addition to serious water concerns re-

garding the proposed development, it will be
interesting to see, at the July 27 public meet-
ing, exactly what the long-term traffic studies
and Environmental Impact Studies (EIS) illus-
trated. If indeed any were conducted!

Terry Nance
Green Valley

Global warming
Editor:
Whether global warming is a natural cycle

or not, the documented adverse effects build-

ing up in the world are a threat to all life.
Flooding of coastal communities all over the

world, more droughts damaging crops, deaths
of humans, deaths of sea and land creatures
all over the world, need to be acknowledged
and preparations made to mitigate the impact
worldwide.

Inland communities which already are suf-
fering drought conditions will see an influx of
refugees from the coastal towns.

The outcome of the current battles over the
issues of water and over-population in Ari-
zona will determine how many survive
here…and in what condition.

Hilda Zahn Spagna
Green Valley

Ongoing climate research
Editor:
Regarding Mr. Lambert’s letter on human

vanity: The article in an upcoming issue of
“Science” that Mr. Lambert refers to is part of
ongoing research by scientists to build a data-
base of information on past climate change in
order to be able to better understand the cur-
rent greenhouse gas-induced climate change
we are experiencing.

The article does not make statements to the
effect that what the earth is experiencing is
just part of the weather cycle. Quite the oppo-
site. Their research is focused on attempting to
understand and predict what types of sudden
and potentially catastrophic climate changes
may occur as a result of the ongoing pollution
of the atmosphere with greenhouse gases by
humankind.

Lisa Gray-See
Green Valley

Save us from do-gooders
Editor:
I saw another citizen’s letter about how won-

derful it would be if the state of Arizona would
only stop people from smoking. This letter not-
ed that our Surgeon General, Tucson’s own
Richard Carmona, has published a compact

little report of some 727 pages, concluding that
secondhand smoke is dangerous. What are the
facts?

The World Health Organization, in 1998,
published a study conducted over seven years
in seven different countries that concluded
that there was a statistically significant re-
duced risk for children of smokers. And it
showed no increased risk for spouses and co-
workers.

The “Mother of All Studies” was conducted
at enormous cost and effort by two research
professors, one from UCLA and the other from
the State University of New York, Stony
Brook, and published in “The British Medical
Journal” in 2003. This 39-year analysis of
35,561 Californians found no “causal relation-
ship between exposure to [passive smoke]  and
tobacco-related mortality,” adding, however,
“a small effect” can’t be ruled out.

I quit smoking years ago, so I have no skin in
the game of banning smoking in public places
as the referendum promises if passed.

However, I wonder if those who would sup-
port such intervention by the state have
thought about what would be banned next?
California State Sen. Deborah Ortiz has been
quoted as saying that smoking with children
in the car is “something which I would consid-
er akin to child abuse.” According to the Con-
tra Costa Times, a bill passed through a com-
mittee of the Senate would allow for smokers
to be fined even if the vehicle is parked in a pri-
vate home’s driveway.

Obviously, if they can prosecute you for
smoking in your driveway, the next step is to
take away your right to smoke in your own
home. We already have folks who would ban
certain types of food because they believe they
can keep us from overeating.

We have school boards and state legislators
spending time debating and studying whether
or not they should allow vending machines in
schools to vend soft drinks and snacks with de-
mon sugar! These folks should be so concerned
about actually teaching our children and
grandchildren math, language, spelling, etc.

Save us from misguided do-gooders!
Bob Roof

Green Valley

One year ago 
Smoke is no longer surging out of the Santa

Ritas, and an army of yellow and green clad
firefighters has mostly been dispersed to oth-
er sites. The Florida fire is all but over.

Five years ago
The U.S. Senate turns down a GOP-backed

effort led by Sens. John McCain, R-Ariz, and
Phil Gramm, R-Texas, to weaken proposed

safety standards for Mexican trucks driven in
the United States.

10 years ago
A new shopping acreage is being planned

for the vacant acreage west of Camino del Sol
and across from Camino Encanto and the
Green Valley Fire District Headquarters, ac-
cording to Steve Powell, a partner in the de-
velopment.

Looking Back
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W
e know that growth is both inevitable
and omnipresent in our area and that
area residents are deeply concerned

about its impact on the environment, on our
transportation system, on our water supply,
on our schools and much more.

That’s why we expect to see a full house at
the hearing tomorrow on the proposed Mon-
tosa Ranch development of 2,500 homes in
Amado, north of Tubac on the east side of
Interstate 19 about 10 miles from the Fred
Lawrence Whipple Observatory atop Mount
Hopkins.

To pinpoint that location more precisely,
the proposed location for the Montosa
Ranch is 3.3 miles south of Interstate 19’s ex-
it 48, approximately one mile east of the in-
terstate.

The developers of this project, the Molera
Alvarez Group, say they believe there’s
enough water for the 2,500 houses contem-
plated and that there will be sufficient ac-

cess to the area.
However, we have not yet heard what the

developer has to say about the housing pro-
ject’s impact on the observatory.

Astronomers at the observatory and other
opponents are justifiably concerned that the
development could have an adverse effect on
the work of the multi-million-dollar Smith-
sonian observatory and on the dark skies
that keep this facility at the forefront of sci-
entific research on the skies.

At Mount Hopkins, the Smithsonian Insti-
tution, the University of Arizona and other
agencies operate at least eight telescopes, in-
cluding the Multiple Mirror Telescope, one
of the world’s largest, with a multiple mir-
ror 21 feet across.

Previously, during a dissent with the town
of Sahuarita in 2004 about changing its
lighting code to allow outdoor lighting levels
at twice the amount allowed by town code,
astronomers argued that if the skies become

excessively light and Whipple is forced to
close, it could not relocate anywhere else in
North America because of light pollution
and would likely go to Chile or some other
country.

The Fred Lawrence Whipple Observatory
is one of the major reasons why Southern
Arizona is known as the astronomy capital
of the world.

Few places on Earth offer better opportu-
nities to study the heavens  than the clear
skies of Southern Arizona.

In addition to important research that has
worldwide implications, the observatory al-
so offers many opportunities for public out-
reach and education, enabling anyone to
learn about the fascinating mysteries of the
stars and the planets through hands-on tele-
scope viewing, in-depth lectures and tours
of one of the world’s great centers for inter-
galactic research.

In short, the observatory, its staff, its re-

search, and its public education programs
are an invaluable asset not only to this little
corner of Southern Arizona, but to the
world.

Astronomers from the observatory have
pledged to appear at the hearing tomorrow
before the Santa Cruz County Planning and
Zoning Commission  on the Montosa Ranch
development, which is scheduled for 1 p.m.
at the De Anza RV Park on the east frontage
road, just south of the Arivaca Junction In-
terstate 19 exit No. 48.

They have pledged to voice their concerns,
which we share, and which we believe many
area residents share as well.

We are willing to listen to the developers
with an open mind, but hope that they have
studied the situation, not only regarding wa-
ter and access, but also regarding the pro-
posed development’s impact on one of
Southern Arizona’s most important assets,
the Fred Lawrence Whipple Observatory.

Astronomers’ concerns should be considered at hearing tomorrow
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